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remedies described here are worth noting. Mr. Doke received nearly
40 telegrams of thanks from different parts [of the Colony] and some
Indians sent him fruits and other gifts as a mark of their gratitude.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-2-1908

47.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
DREW'S LETTER
Mr, Drew1, who is the editor of The Friend of Bloemfontein and a
Member of Parliament in the Orange River Colony, says in a letter:
I thought it was an easy victory you had achieved with a
brief term of imprisonment.   But I see now that you were not to
be let off so lightly.   However, I hope that your community will
accept the very excellent and honourable compromise that has
been reached.   If it does not, the Indians will not retain the sym-
pathies even of a single European.
Mr. Drew's words deserve to be pondered over. Readers of
Indian Opinion know that, when others were against us, Mr. Drew's
sympathies were with us. He has also been of great help in a private
capacity. When a person like him writes in this manner, we should
infer that things have come to a pretty pass indeed.
How LONG WILL REGISTRATION OFFICE  REMAIN  OPEN?
Many persons have asked this question. The reply is, "As long as
necessary". , There can be no exact time-limit to voluntary registra-
tion. But, since about a thousand people register every week and as-
suming the population [of Indians in Johannesburg] to be five thousand,
it appears probable that [the Office] will remain open for five weeks*
WILL POLICE DEMAND [REGISTERS]?
The person asking this question has not understood the compro-
mise. Those who take out registers voluntarily will not be subject
in any way to the obnoxious law or to the regulations made under
it. There exists a written assurance to that effect. The question above
does not therefore arise, I do not mean by this that the police will
never question anyone. After registers have been taken out voluntarily,
there is bound to be a new law of some kind. It will contain some sec-
tions providing for interrogation [by the police]. What these sections
1 Rev. Dewdney Drew. In Satyagraha in South Africa, Gandhiji describes him
as "one of the best speakers in South Africa". He supported the Indian cause in the
teeth of European opposition. Earlier, he had given up orders to take up the editorship
of The Friend.
8-7